
The city of Drammen; 
the story of the ugly duckling of cities





Old signs of human settlement;
6.500 years old petroglyph



A city founded by nature;
where green valleys

and a large river meets the fjord…
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Positioning Drammen as ”The river city”





1987

Vision:
The dream of Drammen

Choice of scenario:
”Naturbania”

Involvement:
Idea competitions

Workshops with citizens

Local companies/

organisations



Phase 1:

city development



Main measures:
- clean river project

- ring road traffic solution

- river park plan

- upgrade city center

- reputation project



Clean river project
1986 – 1995

sewage treatment plan

cost appr. 120 million euro



city beach



one of the best salmon rivers



Ny elvebredde, kommunedelplan 1991

Riverpark plan
total upgrade of riverside

13,5 km/400 sq.m

cost appr. 230 million euro



Så

riverpark plan



Nå



riverside restaurants



relax and activity areas



Ring road solution
1991 – 2011

two new bridges

road tunnels on both sides of the river

new parking houses

car free areas in city center

cost appr. 560 million euro



local ring road bridge



national higway bridge



Plan for the city center
the ”cultural axis”

upgrade of the two central plazas

transformation areas in the city

new theatre, new library, new college campus









upgrade of Strømsø plaza



Phase 1:

City image and reputation
project started 2005

project board; 2 from local municipality, 4 from local business

5 years planning horizon, the second periode now

appr. 80 local businesses as ”reputation partners”

4,5 million euro invested in communication totally



Goals
Increased population

Growth in number of businesses

Generally strengthened image and reputation



"Show not tell” 
Change the product first

Communicate afterwards

= Makes you reliable 



































































Win win…







2013: The state of Norway prize for building social homes

2012: Department of justice prize for cooperation and common achievements

2012: Nordic Bridge Prize for Ypsilon

2009: ECCS European Steel Design Awards

2009: The European Council of Spatial Planners

2008: Norways best city space for the riverpark

2008: The European Urban and Regional Planning Awards

2008: ECCS Award for Steel Bridges – for Ypsilon

2008: The state of Norway prize for best buildings and construction for the Ypsilon bridge

2007: Best international community prize

2007: Garden culture prize for the riverpark

2005: Norways best city space for Bragernes plaza

2004: Beautiful roads prize for Strandveien

2003: The City Environment prize

2001: The green park of the year for ”Bragernesåsen”

1997: Europa Nostra-prize for the reconstruction of the theater

1986: Europa Nostra-prize for the town hall

Prizes and honour



Bymiljøprisen 
2003



2008 European Planning Award











• Yearly research show extreme positive change in general reputation

• The development of the city and the positive change in reputation has led to a 
lot of positive press articles

• Population growth 1997-2012: 22,2% (Norway average: 14,7%)

• 50 % increas in the number of respondents who are positive to moving to 
Drammen

• The inhabitants of Norway are the proudest of their own city in Norway

• A big increase in the number of people who will actually consider moving to 
Drammen (from 17% to 25% in just 3 years)

• top 10 between Norways most attractive business regions

• Among the best regions when it comes to number of fast growing companies

Results reputation project



Further development













Welcome to Drammen!


